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First in nation 


Tourist sign project 


starts near Dundee 


Oregon’s new Tourist-Oriented 
Sign Program (TODS)--the first of its 
kind in the nation--is under way, 
following installation last month of 
an informational sign south of Dun- 
dee. 

The new two-year experimental 
‘project, administered by the Travel 
Information Council, began July 7, 
when Highway Division sign shop 
workers Bob Beard, Max Briles and 
Steve Hande dug the first post hole 
near the Sokol Blosser Winery, two 
and a half miles south of Dundee. 
Traffic Engineer L. E. ‘Bud’ George 
said he expects to see more than 
200 such signs in place around 
Oregon before the experiment 
ends. 

“| think the program is going to 
have two primary benefits,” George 
said. ‘’First, from the traffic 
engineering point of view, tourists 
will be able to get to attractions 
safely. Drivers will know well in 
advance where to turn and, there- 
fore, can make their movements 


_ safely. Second, it’s going to benefit 


the business named on the sign, and 
therefore, help Oregon’s econ- 
omy.” } 

Unlike the signs common on 
interstate highways that only give 
abbreviated information about 
food, gas, lodging and camping, the 
new Oregon program will list the 


Bridge cited 


The scenic Rogue River Bridge-- 
officially named the Issac Lee Patter- 
son Bridge after Oregon’s 18th gov- 
ernor--was honored last month by 
the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE) for its importance 
as a historical landmark. 

In ceremonies held on the bridge 
July 18, a plaque was unveiled, nam- 
ing the bridge to ASCE’s National 
Historic Civil Engineering Landmark 
list. 

The honor is given to structures 


bo 
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names of tourist-related businesses, 
facilities, and historical or cultural 
sites, and provide motorists with 
safe directions. 

Like the food-gas-lodging-camp- 
ing sign program, however, the 
TODS plan will require tourist oper- 
ators to pay yearly permit and rental 
fees. The total cost will be $195 per 
sign. 

The signs, white letters on a blue 
background, will only be allowed 
on Oregon’s primary and secondary 
roads, not on the interstate high- 
ways, George said. 

The TODS program was devel- 
oped through efforts by the High- 
way Division, the Oregon Travel 
Information Council, the Oregon 
Winegrowers Association, state 
Sen. Tony Meeker, Sens. Bob Pack- 
wood and Mark Hatfield, Rep. Les 
AuCoin and Gov. Vic Atiyeh. 

Brenda Holman, director for the 
Travel Information Council, said the 
program will include signs for many 
facilities, like marinas, ski areas, sta- 


_ bles and wineries. But she cautions 


not all such facilities are eligible for 
the program. 

“It’s a pretty safe bet that the 
signs will be so successful that other 
states will want to join in the pro- 
gram, and the Oregon signs will 
become a national standard,’’ 
George said. 


as historical 


that are at least 50 years old and 
have played an important role in 
developing the nation and the civil 
engineering profession. 

The plaque, presented to the 
Highway Division, was installed ear- 
lier at the bridge’s north approach 
on the Coast Highway. In atten- 
dance at the ceremony were Arlan 
Rippe, president of the Oregon sec- 
tion of the ASCE, and Jim Gix, 
Region Two engineer. 

The Patterson Bridge, named for 
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From left, Max Briles, Bob Beard, and Steve Hande from the Highway Divi- 
sion install Oregon’s first tourist-oriented directional sign near the Sokol 
Blosser Winery south of Dundee. The installation marks the beginning of a 
two-year experimental project approved by the Federal Highway Admin- 
istration and the Oregon Department of Transportation. The project is the 
first of its kind, and officials predict more than 200 signs will direct motorists 


to tourist facilities by the end of the program. 


landmark 


Oregon’s governor from 1927 to 
1929, was designed by Conde Bal- 
com McCullough, bridge engineer 
and assistant state highway 
engineer from 1919 until his death in 
1946. 

He was recognized nationally for 
being a pioneer in the use of Euro- 
pean techniques in concrete bridge 
design. His bridges are known for 
their combination of sound struc- 
tural, architectural and aesthetic 
principles. 
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ROGUE RIVER BRIDGE 
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_ The Rogue River Bridge was recently named to the American Society of Civil Engineers’ list of historical landmarks. A 
_ plaque honoring the bridge was unveiled at a ceremony last month. 


| heatg hil A Teas. 


DESIGNATED 1962 


NG 


Retiree helped 
build bridge | 


Retiree Larry Smitton of Pen- 
dleton remembers working on 
the Rogue River Bridge ’’some- 
time before 1929” as a resident 
bridge engineer. 

Smitton, who retired in 1968 
after more than 40 years with 
the Highway Division, praised 
the structure’s design and con- 
struction. ‘That bridge is 
unique,” he said. ’’! don’t know 
of any other bridges in the 
United States built like it.” 

Building bridges was a little 
different in those days, said 
Smitton. Model T Fords were 
used to transport some of the 
construction equipment along 
the highways, called ‘military 
roads.” 

The country was shifting from 
trains to automobiles and many 


| former railroaders, including 


Smitton, went to work building 
new highways and bridges. 
Smitton used his railroad 
experience to make an impor- 
tant contribution to the bridge’s 
construction. “I suggested they 
design the bridge to have ease- 
ment curves on each end,” he 
said. That is the first parabolic 
easement curve in Oregon.” 
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Director’s Corner 


Fred Miller 


The Legislature has now 
adjourned. The session seems to 
become increasingly time-consum- 
ing and difficult. Every year, we are 
reminded of the unpredictable out- 
comes as the end of the session 
nears. Given all of the uncertainties, 
| am very satisfied with the results. 
Some long-time observers have 
commented that this is the depart- 
ment’s best legislative session ever. 

There are several things that we 
all should be pleased about: 

@®The Highway, Parks, Motor 
Vehicles and Aeronautics programs 
all benefited from the passage of 
revenue measures. The Public Tran- 
sit Division, in its battle for general 
funds, also fared well. 

@ We got a number of relatively minor bills passed, which provide some 
benefit to our programs. On the other side of the coin, there were no bills 
passed that will cause us large problems. 

@ It is important to note, too, that we emerged from the session with a 
good image and a reputation for credibility, which is bound to pay off in the 
future. 

As you would expect, division administrators spent considerable time 
with the Legislature. But what some of you may not recognize is the tremén- 
dous efforts of many of our other employees. George Bell, assistant director 
for Intergovernmental and Public Affairs, and the legislative aides for each 
division met weekly, for example, to exchange information and plan their 
approaches on bills. A number of other employees also participated in this 
session to ensure that we were represented on the hundreds of bills that 
impacted the department. 

Without understating the contributions of others, | should make special 
mention of several people whose experience and abilities are widely 
respected by legislators. Vinita Howard from the Motor Vehicles Division, 
Bob Hamilton and Bud George from the Highway Division, and Paul 
Hatcher of the ODOT Fiscal Office, consistently received outstanding marks 
for their performances. The efforts by these people and others had a 
tremendous impact on the nature and the financing of all our programs. 


Time to work on 1985-87 


tt 
if 


We enjoyed a close working relationship again this session with Repre- 
sentative Jane Cease, chair of the House Transportation Committee. She is a 
conscientious, able legislator, and her leadership was key to much of the 
transportation-related legislation that passed this session. 

The Senate Committee on Transportation and Tourism, chaired by Sena- 
tor Dell Isham, also worked well with department staff throughout the 
session. 

We already have had a follow-up session to determine what kinds of 
things we learned from this Legislature, to analyze how we should imple- 
ment the bills that passed, and to begin work for 1985-87. We soon will 
prepare a schedule for both budget and program preparation. It is already 
time to get in any new ideas and suggestions for our next budget session. 

Generally, we received outstanding support for our programs. | have 
commented that a number of people dealing with the Legislature were 
instrumental in our success. Ultimately, however, it is the good work of the 
employees throughout the department that creates an impression with 
legislators and generates support for our programs. Credit for the success of 
our programs really can be shared by all of you. | am optimistic that we will 
again be successful in 1985-87. Your efforts between now and then will help 
to assure that outcome. 


Letters to the Editor 


Miles from nowhere 
To whom it may concern: 

We just wish to express our 
appreciation for the help a group of 
your employees gave us on our 
recent trip. 

It was early Tuesday morning, 
May 31. The men were on their way 
to work. We were on Highway 78 
south of Burns (a million miles from 
nowhere, it seemed to us) when we 
lost our clutch rod. They stopped, 
three vehicles, and helped us look 
back up the highway for the two 
missing parts. We had lost a cotter 
key it seems. So, they put one in and 
put it back together and we went on 
our way. 

We just wanted to let you know 
how we appreciated the help of 
these fellows, and thought it should 
be brought to your attention. We 


are thankful there is a little kindness 
left in the world--thanks. 
Mr. & Mrs. R. D. Jacobson 


Las Vegas, Nev. 


Memo to Fred 


Dear Fred: 

It occurred to me this morning 
to let you know how much | ap- 
preciate the exceptionally prompt 
and informative responses this of- 
fice receives from the Department 
of Transportation when we ask for 
assistance in drafting responses to 
the Governor’s correspondence, 
and on other requests for informa- 
tion. 

A considerable portion of my 
time, and | believe that of other 
assistants, is spent in chasing down 
agency heads and trying to deter- 
mine when a response to such 


Legislature puts ODOT 
on sound fiscal footing 


By George Bell 


Assistant Director for Intergovernmental & Public Affairs 


ODOT has just enjoyed the most 
successful and productive legisla- 
tive session in the department's his- 
tory. 

Last February in this column, | 
wrote: 

“Money. 

‘‘That’s what ODOT needs--and 
needs badly--out of the 1983 Legis- 
lature. Money.” 

Our department administrators 
conveyed that message to the Legis- 
lature through a series of well-orga- 
nized presentations before Ways 
and Means Subcommittee and 
other committees in the House and 
Senate. 


The Legislature understood the 
message, agreed with it, and 
responded with a package of mea- 
sures that, collectively, will put the 
department on its soundest fiscal 
basis in perhaps a decade during the 
1983-85 biennium. 

Here’s the evidence: 

@HB 2152 will provide about 
$240,000 a biennium for the Aero- 
nautics Division through increased 
pilot and aircraft registration fees. 

@HB 2190 will provide an addi- 
tional $1.8 million for the Parks Divi- 
sion through a $16 increase in 
registration fees for recreational 
vehicles. County parks will receive 
about $1 million in funds from the 
same increase. 

@ HB 2168 will provide about $4.1 
million in revenue for the Motor 
Vehicles Division through increases 
in driver license fees, assuring that 
the fees will offset the costs of the 
program, and thereby relieving a 
substantial drain on the Highway 
Fund. 

@HB 2916 will net about $22.3 
million for the department from 
increases in vehicle registration 
fees, if the measure is approved by 
the voters at the May 1984 primary 
election. The revenue is earmarked, 
as a first priority, for repair and 
replacement of bridges on the state 


requests will be forthcoming. This 
never has been the case with the 
Department of Transportation 
under your leadership. 

Bob Oliver 

Assistant to the Governor 


Cancer crusade successful 
Dear VIA: 

Four of our five divisions, and the 
department’s Central Services, 
attained their goals for the 1983 
State Employees’ Cancer Crusade. 
As chairman of the 1983 statewide 
crusade, | was very pleased to have 
the support of the people in my 
department during the campaign. 

To those who contributed, thank 
you very much for your help . 

Denny Moore, Chairman 
1983 State Cancer Crusade 
Public Transit Administrator 


highway system. Cities and counties 
would share about $11 million from 
the bill’s revenue, without 
restriction. 

@ HB 2041 will net almost $22 mil- 
lion to the Highway Fund, plus 
another $10.4 million for cities and 
counties, from a phased-in 2-cent 
gas tax increase. The first penny will 
take effect Jan. 1, 1984, and the sec- 
ond cent a year later. 

Like all other measures passed by 
the Legislature, these measures are 
subject to a referendum petition. 
Potential petitioners would have to 
collect 41,680 signatures within 90 
days after the end of the legislative 
session, in order to refer a measure 
to the 1984 general election ballot. 

So while it is too soon to cele- 
brate our good fortune this session, 
it is nonetheless timely to acknowl- 
edge two people who were instru- 
mental in the passage of those five 
critical bills. 

The first is our department direc- 
tor, Fred Miller, who worked closely 
with key legislators all session to 
ease our bills through the snags and 
snarls of the legislative process. 

In dealing with legislators, Miller 
has the ability to create light with- 
out causing friction--an unusual 
and invaluable faculty. 


Cease credited 


The legislator he dealt with most 
frequently is the other person who 
must be credited with the success of 
ODOT's agenda this session: Rep. 
Jane Cease, D-Portland, chair of the 
House Transportation Committee. 

It was Cease, you'll remember, 
who persuaded the 1981 Legislature 
to enact a 1-cent gas tax increase, 
and to refer to the voters a 3-cent 
hike. She chaired the solid cam- 
paign effort that fell only 14,000 
votes short of passing the increase 
in the May 1982 primary election. 

And it was Cease who convinced 
her colleagues, on the strength of 
that close vote, and her personal 
credibility, to enact a 2-cent gas tax 
increase, without referral to the bal- 
lot this session. 

So, kudos and bouquets to Miller 
and Cease--and to all the others-- 
department staff, legislators and 
friends in the private sector--who 
helped make this such a successful 
session for ODOT and its programs. 
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New financial management system 


STARS debut set for fall 


A new financial management sys- 
tem to be used by the Highway and 
Parks divisions should be in opera- 
tion this fall, said Owen Okel, head 
of the project team working on the 
new system. 

The state accounting and report- 
ing system, dubbed STARS, is a core 
system that will replace most of the 
current accounting functions. 

“Some of the existing systems will 
work with STARS, and others will 
just go away,”’ Okel said. He and 
others cite numerous benefits of the 
system, which can do more than the 
present accounting system. 

STARS can quickly provide man- 
agers with budgetary information 
such as the amount of money an 
organization has spent on indi- 
vidual projects, the amount of 
money different organizations have 
spent on a specific project, and how 
much money different organiza- 


Members of the finance project team are working toward a fall implementa- 


tions and projects have contributed 
to an entire program, Okel 
explained. 

He said the system also has cost 
accounting and labor distribution 
capabilities, which allow costs to be 
spread over different programs. 

Joe Christian, ODOT fiscal officer 
and chairman of the project's steer- 
ing committee, said the system is 
“more responsive and more flexible 
than the current one. Changes can 
be made without a major upheaval 
and information is available in a 
more timely manner.” 

He said another benefit is the 
potential use of the system by the 
whole department. Highway and 
Parks plan to use it initially, but 
other divisions are looking at it 
closely. 

Dick Hacek, assistant controller 
in Highway and chairman of the 
project’s advisory committee, esti- 


tion date for STARS, the new financial management system. From left, they 
are Jay Poulos, data processing manager; Owen Okel, project manager; 
Lorraine Miller, fiscal coordinator; and Gene King, data processing super- 


visor. 


McDermitt gets runway 


Dedication of a new 6,300-foot 
runway last month at McDermitt 
State Airport may well be called the 
event of the decade by residents of 
the small northern Nevada town of 
McDermitt. 

The ceremony marked the 
culmination of five years of dedica- 
tion and hard work involving scores 
of people and entities, including the 
- landlord, ODOT’s Aeronautics 
Division (OAD). 


Burket named 
Pilot of Year 


Aeronautics Division Administra- 
tor Paul Burket has been named 
Pilot of the Year by the Oregon 
~ Pilots Association (OPA). 

The prestigious award was 
announced at the OPA Summer Fly- 
inand Annual Conference held dur- 
ing June at Sunriver. 

OPA President Steve Swinehart 
said the annual award is based on 
aviation achievements and contri- 
butions. And, he said, ‘‘Burket’s list 
(achievements and contributions) 
was a mile long, and still growing.” 

Burket earned his wings in 1944 
as a pilot in the U.S. Air Force. Since 
then he has logged more than 5,000 
hours flying time, and says he will 
keep flying as long as he can pass the 
physical. 


The new $100,000 runway 
extended and replaced a dusty 
3,000-foot landing strip built in 
1967. 

Although McDermitt is located 
on the Nevada-Oregon state line, 
the airport is on the Oregon side 
and is owned and managed by the 
OAD as one of its 37 state-owned 
airports. It serves about 1,000 peo- 
ple in a 25-mile radius, most of them 
Nevada residents. 

OAD Administrator Paul Burket, 
one of the principal speakers at the 
ceremony, said, ‘It is a significant 
achievement.” He gave much credit 
to the city, Humboldt County, 
McDermitt Mining Co., Malheur 
County (Ore.) and local postmaster 
Frank Reeves, who personally con- 
tributed $5,000 for new lighting. 

Other than staff time, Oregon's 
actual costs were less than $20,000, 
Burket said. 


“In addition to being much safer, | 


the newly lighted, gravel-surfaced 
runway can now handle twin- 
engine and small jet-powered air- 
craft providing charter and 
ambulance service to the area. It 
strengthens Oregon’s statewide air- 
port system significantly,” Burket 
said. 

Next step, Burket said, is to gain 
federal approval of a $300,000 pro- 
ject to pave the runway, with the 
Federal Aviation Administration 


paying 90 percent of the cost. 


mated that 1,000 people will use the 
system in some way. This figure 
includes those actually entering 
information and managers who will 
use the reports generated by 
STARS. 

Massive employee training will 
be necessary, and Christian looks 
upon that as a benefit. ‘It gives us an 
opportunity to train managers and 
system operators. We will have a 
well-trained staff.’’ 


Training programs 


Okel said two types of training 
programs will be developed. One, 
called conversion-implementation, 
will focus on those people using the 
old system who must transfer to the 
new one. The second, on-going, 
will address the continuing educa- 
tional needs of people using the sys- 
tem. 

All three men anticipate little or 
no employee resistance to the sys- 
tem. ‘‘Most people realize the need 
for a new system. We've 
approached it with the attitude of 
‘Look what it will do for you,’”’ 
Hacek said. 

Okel attributed much of the suc- 
cess of the project, which began 
about two years ago when a hired 
consultant said a new system was 
needed, to the cooperative efforts 
of the four groups involved. In addi- 
tion to the project team, the steer- 
ing and advisory committees and a 
quality assurance team have con- 
tributed to the project. 

Since March, the project team 
has worked to determine what 
modifications will be necessary in 
STARS to ensure that it fulfills the 
established requirements. Once it 
addresses these changes in detail, 
the system will be ready for imple- 
mentation. 


[Worker killed | 


Wayne Lloyd Ragsdale, a Salem 
highway maintenance worker, was 
killed in an accident July 18 while 
working with a paving crew near 
McMinnville. 

Ragsdale, 25, joined the Highway 
Division in 1978 as a highway main- 
tenance worker 1 and was pro- 
moted to a highway maintenance 
worker 2 in 1980. 

He was from Aumsville. 
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Owen Okel (front) and Jay Poulos 
consider modifications for STARS, a 
system that will replace the current 
accounting system. 


Work starts 
to rebuild 
highway 


Work is under way to rebuild the 
Nesika Beach section of the Oregon 
Coast Highway, destroyed last win- 
ter by extra high waves and tides. 

A contract for $3.8 million was 
awarded last month to Bracelin- 
Yeager Excavating and Trucking, 
Inc. of Coos Bay. The firm is dump- 
ing tons of huge “‘riprap’’ (rocks) 80 
feet below the highway, along the 
slope, to protect it from any further 
erosion. The stabilization of the 
embankment must be completed by 
Nov. 30, according to the contract. 

The remainder of the project 
must be completed by June 30, 
1984. 

The funds for the $3.8 million 
project will not come out of state 
maintenance funds. Curry County 
was declared a disaster area from 
the results of the harsh winter, and 
repair monies were made available 
by the Federal Highway Administra- 
tion, under Title 23 of the U.S. Code 
which deals with emergency relief. 

Huge bites were taken out of the 
section by the same storms that bat- 
tered California last winter. (Parts of 
that state were also declared disas- 
ter area, and damage was far more 
severe.) Waves ate up to 120 feet of 
shoreline at Nesika, less at other 
areas, which now places the high- 
way closer to the ocean than ever 
before. 


A “paving crew” patches potholes on the Oregon Trail Highway, U.S. 
30, in 1926, one mile west of La Grande. The three workers, above, are 
not known, but they could be Scott Coulter, Pat Schwartz, and Bill 
Anhorn early in their careers, according to L. E. Bud George, traffic 
engineer and recognized highway historian. 
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Members of the word processing unit, from a computer-eye view are (from 
left) Nita Bryan, supervisor, Marge Doane, Carmelita Michaelis, Jan Hart, 
Brenda Ridenour and Joan Cokeley. The unit anticipates producing five 
million lines of type in the next two years. 


Glen L. Green 


Green dies 
in accident 


Glen L. Green, deputy regional 
administrator for the Federal High- 
way Administration in Portland, 
died July 21 in a water-skiing acci- 
dent on the Willamette River. 

Green, 51, spent his entire career 
with the FHWA. From 1972 to 1981 
he was the division administrator in 
Salem and the assistant division 
administrator from 1968 to 1972. 
Before coming to Salem he worked 
in North Dakota. 

During his career, he worked 
closely with numerous Oregon state 
highway engineers. 

Green is survived by his wife, 
Joan, ason and three daughters. 


Information officer resigns 


Doug Roberts, ODOT’s energy 
information officer, resigned last 
month to become executive direc- 
tor of the Dial-A-Ride program in 
Washington’s Clark County, said 
George Bell, assistant director for 
Intergovernmental and Public 
Affairs. 

Bell said Roberts’ position will 
not be filled at this time, but Jim 


Governor 
honors unit 


The Systems Studies Unit of 
the Highway Division’s Plan- 
ning Section received the Gov- 
ernor’s Productivity Award 
from Gov. Vic Atiyeh for its use 
of the computer to increase 
productivity. 

Von Hemmert, systems stud- 
ies engineer, said the unit 
applied for the award after suc- 
cessfully implementing a com- 
puter program to streamline the 
traffic analysis process, reduce 
errors, eliminate unnecessary 
manual work and produce 
more uniform results . 

The computer will be used to 
develop traffic data for use in 
the environmental impact (EIS) 
analysis and to improve the 
intersection capacity analysis 
process. 


Bottom, public information officer 
for the Highway Division, will 
assume some of the energy-related 
duties. The Ride-Share informa- 
tional program, also handled by 
Roberts, will now come under the 
Public Transit Division. 

Jack Graham, Policy and Plan- 
ning Section, will be interim man- 
ager of the program . 
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Satellite terminals help 
word processing expand 


The following is part of a series 
describing the different functions of 
units and sections in the various divi- 
stons within ODOT. 


Five million lines of type. That’s 
what the six-person word process- 
ing unit anticipates it will produce in 
the next biennium. 

Nita Bryan, supervisor of the unit 
for the past two and a half years and 
part of it for 24 years, has seen word 
processing grow from a ‘‘typing 
pool’ to a system of computer ter- 
minals with satellite work stations 
throughout the Transportation 
Building. 

The unit acquired its current 
computer system in 1978 after using 
a mechanical word processing sys- 
tem since 1969. 

‘Before that we just had regular 
typewriters,’’ Bryan said. 

Her unit does work for every sec- 
tion in the building, concentrating 
on large documents like the Special 
Provisions for Contracts, the ODOT 
directory and the annual Traffic Vol- 
umes on Highways report. 

Marge Doane, who has been in 
the unit eight years, usually takes on 
more complicated jobs like typeset- 
ting VIA, Bridge Log and the 800- 


page Standard Specifications for 
Highway Construction book just 
being completed. 

Carl Nelson, administrative ser- 
vices manager, said the production 
capability of each word processing 
work station is more than three 
times that of a secretary on an elec- 
tric typewriter. 

Any job has its frustrations and 
Bryan doesn’t hesitate in citing the 
biggest one of hers: deadlines. 

“We try to meet everybody's 
deadlines, but sometimes it’s hard,”” 
she said. 

Her staff recently attended a class 
to learn a new coding system for 
work sent to the state printer’s new 
phototypesetter. Specific codes 
must be typed in to indicate such 
things as column width, type size 
and document format. 

Nelson explained that the word 
processing system has been 
expanding since January to include 
satellite terminals throughout the 
building. 

He added that the unit will 
experiment with a home work sta- 
tion, which will allow an employee 
to type at home and send the work 
by telephone to the office for edit- 
ing and final printing. 


Design wins first place 


Oregon’s entry came in first in a 
national contest, sponsored by the 
American Association of State High- 
way and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO), to design a cover for its 
1983 reference book. 

Bill Bahde, an engineering tech- 
nician in Salem, created the winning 
design, which depicts six transpor- 
tation modes and the AASHTO seal. 
His entry was chosen to represent 
Oregon from among several designs 
by ODOT artists. 

W. David Lee, coordinator of the 
competition at the AASHTO office 
in Washington, D.C., said there 
were many entries representing 
various states. 

‘Il considered it a pretty tough 
competition,’”’ said Lee, noting 
Bahde received recognition inside 
the reference book for his design. 


Von Hemmert (right), systems studies engineer for the Highway Division, 


receives the Governor’s Productivity Award from Gov. Vic Atiyeh. 
Hemmert’s unit was honored last month for its computer program 
that improved the traffic analysis process. 


Bill Bahde 


Plank named 
transportation 
coordinator 


Joanie Plank, formerly an office 
manager with the Travel Informa- 
tion Section, was named special 
transportation coordinator for the 
Public Transit Division. 

She will manage the Elderly and 
Handicapped Capital Program. The 
job includes purchasing vehicles 
and other transportation equip- 
ment and administering state and 
federal grants. 

Plank started as a clerical 
assistant in the Motor Vehicles Divi- 
sion in 1976 and moved up to secre- 
tary before transferring to Travel 
Information in 1979. 

While working for Motor Vehi- 
cles, Plank was involved in retesting 
drivers, which put her in contact 
with elderly people. She feels this 
background helped prepare her for 
her new job. 
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Pa rt marks Silver Falls State Park, the state’s largest, celebrated its 50th anniversary 
with a two-day party July 23-24. 
A On hand to note the occasion was U.S. Sen. Mark Hatfield, who recalled 
Si lv er Fa Ils that he had attended the original dedication July 23, 1933, when he was 11 
years old. 
Hatfield commended the ‘men and women of vision’”” who have, over 


an niv ersary snenyeats, helped to make Oregon’s park system one of the best in the 


ie ¢ »~ 


Sen. Mark Hatfield admires one of the many antique cars on display at the _ Larry Biever, a local log-cabin builder, demonstrates his craft. 
park during the two-day anniversary celebration. 


— te ag AS i 
Sue Chase, volunteer coordinator 
for Silver Falls Park, shows a young 


hiker a map of the park trails. 


Sen. Mark Hatfield, (left), presents Parks Division Administrator Dave Talbot with a plaque honoring Silver Falls State 
Park’s 50th anniversary. L. L. “Stub” Stewart, (right) chairman of the State Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, 


was master of ceremonies for the program. 
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oa re ti 
MIKE GARDNER, HWY 
Project Manager, Hermiston 


Communications between the field 
and the Salem office in the Highway 
Division are pretty good. They 
could be improved by getting peo- 
ple face to face more often to dis- 
cuss problems or project designs. 


HOWARD BRUNSON, HWY 
District Office Manager, Bend 


Using simple words and short sen- 
tences might help. Promoting man- 
agement from way down in the 
ranks so we understand what every- 
one does. 


BECKY RASH, DMV 
= MVR 1, East Portland 


| think they could be improved. 
Maybe if people from the main 
offices came up to see how we work 
and get ideas, or vice versa. We only 
go down to the main offices every 
five years. If we could go down there 
once a year and people in the main 
building could come up here once a 
year, it might help. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
roving photographer. VIA’s 
editors frame the question 
of the month, and answers 
are edited only for length. 


CANDID COMMENTS 


How do you think communications between the field 


ERNEST STRAWN, HWY 
District Office Manager, Medford 


| feel that | have pretty good com- 
munication with the offices in 
Salem. It depends on your position 
and where you’re at. You’re not 
going to get down to the lower lev- 
els. It’s going to be hard to get 
around to any of them. 


JAMES HUBBARD, HWY 
HMW 3, Pendleton 


Cut out the middle man in commu- 
nication with what’s happening in 
the field. Start communicating, 
because we don’t get any informa- 
tion in eastern Oregon. 


THELMA STOREY, PARKS 
Clerk, Detroit Lake 


We get timely video tapes from 
Dave Talbot bringing us up to date. 
Communication from the Salem 
office to us is very good and we 
appreciate that. He hasn’t forgotten 
us here. But sometimes transactions 
in the field are not communicated to 
the Salem staff as well as they could 
be. Information from the field 
regarding redistricting could be 
better communicated to the Parks 
staff. 


ALVA VOHLAND, HWY 
Assistant Project Manager, Roseburg 


Basically, | feel communication 
channels are open, You can in most 
cases find someone to answer or 
respond to any problem as needed 
as long as you are aware of who is 
responsible for that area of concern. 


and the main offices in Salem can be improved? 


BUD GEORGE, ADMIN. 
Traffic Engineer, Salem 


Improved written communication 
through better technology and 
word processing equipment. 
Improved verbal communication 
through some form of telephonic 
equipment, such as a recording 
machine, that would allow rapid 
access to the party you're trying to 
reach. Also, alittle more traveling to 
get out and see what the problems 
are and to discuss things face to 
face. = : 


Rs 


WANDA BENNETT, HWY 
Secretary, Klamath Falls 


We're happy with the responses 
we've been getting from the people 
in Salem. If you don’t understand 
something in a letter, you can 
always pick up the phone. The tele- 
types are kind of ancient--it might 
be nice to have computers. 


PAT SCHWARTZ, HWY 
Assistant State Highway Engineer, 
Salem 


In my own personal view, if you 
attempt to establish strong personal 
relationships, communication will 
improve. | think these strong rela- 
tionships promote trust and under- 
standing between individuals. With 
these improved relations, you know 
where the other fellow is coming 
from. 
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Photographer 
leaves ODOT 


Veteran photographer Glenn 
Wagaman, 61, has put away his 
camera after 18 years of taking pic- 
tures for ODOT and other state 
departments. 

Wagaman, who retired July 29, 
has done a variety of photography, 
from shooting pictures of the gover- 
nor at swearing-in ceremonies, bill 
signings and executive appoint- 
ments, to doing aerial photography 
of highways and bridges. 

Wagaman took up photogrpahy 
in the Air Force during World War Il, 
and after he attended photography 
school in Portland, worked at a stu- 
dio and at Meier and Frank. He 
came to the Highway Division in 
1965 and has worked in the same 
photo lab since. 

He hasn't made definite plans for 
his retirement yet, although trips to 
New York and Hawaii are pos- 
sibilities. For now, though, he’s just 
going to “play it by ear.”” 


Glenn Wagaman 


Retirements 


The following employees retired 
recently: 

Alan F. Albrich, Silver Springs 
Road, Milwaukie 97222; District 
Weighmaster Supervisor, 35 years. 

Helen Ankrom, Menlow Drive, 
Salem 97303; Motor Vehicles Rep- 
resentative 1, 30 years. 

Vennah McCalley, Keen Ave. 
N.E., Salem 97303; Clerical Special- 
ist at DMV, 16 years. 

Vernon Tuter, Mazama Drive, 
Klamath Falls 97601; Office Man- 
ager B at DMV, 25 years. 

Ralph A. Wach, Santiam Road, 
Albany, 97321; Highway Mainte- 
nance Worker 3, 18 years. 


Miller, Coulter fill 
WAASHTO posts 


ODOT Director Fred Miller has 
been elected president of the West- 
ern Association of American State 
Highway and Transportation Offi- 
cials (WAASHTO). He will serve a 
one-year term. 

WAASHTO is composed of 14 


western states, and is one of four 


regional subdivisions of the Ameri- 
can Association of State Highway 
_and Transportation Officials. 

_ State Highway Engineer Scott 
Coulter was elected secretary of 


WAASHTO. The association’s © 


annual meeting was held in Juneau, 


‘ 


= in early June. 


be 


Greg Chandler 


The following employees 
received promotions recently: 

Tim Avilla, Motor Vehicles Rep- 
resentative (MVR) 2, Grants Pass to 
MVR 3, Reedsport. 

William C. Barnhart, Engineering 
Aide (EA) to Engineering Technician 
(ET) 1, Portland. 

Lorraine Cabe, MVR 1, Corvallis, 
to Worker’s Compensation Repre- 
sentative 1, Portland. 

Greg Chandler, MVR 1, Grants 
Pass, to MVR 2, Corvallis. 

Russell §. Craft, EA to ET 1, Port- 
land. 

Julie J. Dutoit, Management 
Assistant A to Administrative 
Assistant 2, Salem. 

Thomas R. Eiguren, Highway 
Engineer (HE) 1 to HE 2, Bend. 

Narciso V. Espinoza, Highway 
Maintenance Worker (HMW) 3 to 
Highway Maintenance Foreman 
(HMF) 1, Eugene. 

Arthur T. Falls, HE 1 to HE 2, La 
Grande. 

Norma J. Gorrell, Weighmaster 
to Senior Weighmaster, Ontario. 

Larry L. Gruis, Park Operations 
Foreman 1 to Park Manager B, 


Lucille Matson 


Moving up the ranks 


Baker. 

Jeanette Gue-Steed, Park Opera- 
tions Foreman 1 to Park Mgr. B, Wal- 
lowa Lake State Park. 

David G. Harmon, EA to HE 1, 
Salem. 

Thomas L. Jenkins, ET 1 to ET 2, 
Salem. 

Maureen Jones, MVR 3 to Motor 
Vehicles Office Manager B, Klamath 
Falls. 

Ronald E. Jones, Sr. Weighmaster 
to Weighmaster Supervisor, Port- 
land. 

Jeanie Jordan, MVR 1, Lebanon, 
to MVR 2, Corvallis. 

Russell King, MVR, Gladstone, to 
Inspector E, Portland. 

Trudy Kristy, MVR 1, to MVR 2, 
Grants Pass. 

Steven R. Lindland, HE 2 to HE 3, 
Salem. 

Lucille F. Matson, Secretary to 
Highway Maintenance Office Man- 
ager, Coos Bay. 

Linda McAlpine, Date Entry 
Operator to Clerical Spec., Salem. 

Ethel McCulley, Clerical Assistant 
to Clerical Spec., Salem. 

Mario Montesano, Weighmaster 


New Via editor named 


Dena Minato recently was 
named managing editor of VIA. 

She has a master’s degree in jour- 
nalism from the University of 
Oregon and a bachelor’s degree in 
education from Western Oregon 
State College. She has taught jour- 
nalism at Chemeketa Community 
College and Silverton Union High 
School. 

While attending the University of 
Oregon, Minato worked for the uni- 
versity’s News Bureau and wrote for 
the West-Lane News in Veneta. 

Her husband, Dave Kullowatz, 
teaches at Gervais Union High 
School. 


Three retirees died recently. 

William H. James Sr., died April 
23. He retired as a Maintenance 
Foreman at La Pine in 1969 after 43 
years with the Highway Division. He 
began his career as a Maintenance 
Foreman in 1926 at the summit of 
the Ochocos. 

William Leonard Monner, died 
July 2. He worked for the Highway 
Division 22 years, starting at Cor- 


Remembering 


Dena Minato 


vallis as a Maintenance Worker 1, 
then transferring to Salem in 1959, 
where he worked until retiring as 
Accounting Control Manager in 
(MIASE 

Francis M. North, 71, of Ana- 
cortes, Wash., died Dec. 26, 1982. 
He started work for the Highway 
Division at Roseburg in 1960 and 
retired there in 1976 as a Senior 
Right-of-Way Agent. 


David Harmon 


to Sr. Weighmaster, Ashland. 

Ronald T. Noble, HE 3 to Super- 
vising Highway Engineer A, Salem. 

Nancy O’Berry, Clerical Assistant 
to Clerical Spec., Salem. 

Frank Ojeda Jr., EA to ET 1, Port- 
land. 

Ernest L. Phillips, Highway Main- 
tenance Office Mgr. to Personnel 
Officer A, Salem. 

Darrel E. Plank, Senior Heavy 
Equipment Mechanic to Highway 
Shop Supervisor, La Grande. 

Richard T. Sjolander, HE 2 to HE 3, 
Salem. 

Sharon Smith, MVR 1to MVR 2, La 
Grande. 

Carol Starnes, Clerical Assistant 
to Clerical Spec., Salem. 

Faye Stevenson, Clerical Assistant 
to Clerical Spec., Salem. 

Joan C. Symons, ET 1 to HE 1, 
Medford. 

Michael D. Thurman, EA to ET 1, 
Portland. 

Sherrie Underhill, Clerical 
Assistant to Secretary, Salem. 

Tary Underhill, HMW 3 to HMW 
4, Seaside. 

Edwin E. Venard III, ET 1 to HE 1, 
Tillamook. 

Lawrence O. Weaver, HMF 1 to 
Highway Maintenance Office 
Assistant, Salem. 


Crews receive 
safety awards 


The following ODOT crews 
earned safety awards recently: 

Crew 111-40, Sylvan sign crew, 15 
years; Donald Tummonds, super- 
visor. 

Crew 124-00, Salem bridge crew, 
three years; Fred Lucht III, super- 
visor. 

Crew 122-01, Salem maintenance 
crew, 200,000 hours; Fred Mitchell, 
supervisor. 

Crew 080-20, Eugene engineer- 
ing crew, 150,000 hours; Douglas 
W. Greene, supervisor. 

Crew 025-00, La Grande office 
crew, 150,000 hours; Robert D. 
Hector, supervisor. 

Crew 080-46, Portland engineer- 
ing crew, 100,000 hours; Jerard 
Richardson, supervisor. 

Crew 024-00, Bend office crew, 
100,000; Dale D. Allen, supervisor. 

Crew 124-22, Salem bridge crew, 
50,000 hours; Donald Brant, super- 
visor. 

Crew 013-09, La Grande 
weighmaster crew, 50,000 hours;’ 
Robert Waldher, supervisor. 
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On thine jo wl ood 


Joann Plemons 


by Kathy Patten 


Joann Plemons’ job may not 
seem too unusual. But something 
about her office, tucked away in a 
corner of the Aeronautics Building 
next to the Salem Municipal Airport, 
is a little out of the ordinary. 

Maybe it’s the view out her win- 
dow, where occasionally a plane or 
helicopter takes off. Maybe it’s the 
appearance of the room, with 
model airplanes hanging from the 
ceiling and an aviation radio set up 
along one wall. 

Or maybe what's unusual is the 
attitude Plemons expresses about 
her job as fiscal manager for the 
Aeronautics Division. 


ing to Paul Burket, Aeronautics 
administrator, Plemons has proved 
her ability over the years. 

“Since Joann has been handling 
our books, we have not had a single 
run-in with the state auditors,”” he 
said, knocking on a wooden desk as 
an automatic gesture rather than 
one of concern. ‘She is accurate 
and thorough.” 

Plemons must be doing a good 
job, because she admits she actually 
likes being audited. ‘1 think I’ve 
learned a lot from the secretary of 
state auditors, such as their meth- 
ods and what they’re looking for,” 
she says. 

She began her accounting career 
at various electronics factories in 


‘I've always loved airports and airplanes. With the 
planes and helicopters, it keeps very busy around here.’ 


“I've always loved airports and 
airplanes,’’ she says. ’’With the 
planes and helicopters, it keeps very 
busy around here. It’s diversified. | 
think that’s one of the reasons | like 
it.” 

She’s been there for 12 years, a 
mainstay in the division. She sets up 
accounting records in line with the 
budget, requests federal funding, 
performs internal audits and han- 
dles such expenses as search and 
rescue team expenditures. She also 
keeps track of projects on the 37 
state-owned airports. 

It’s quite a busy job, but accord- 


Retirees let 


the Los Angeles area. Eventually, 
she came to Oregon and started 
working for the control accounting 
section of the Executive Depart- 
ment. When the Aeronautics posi- 
tion opened up, she was promoted, 
and she found what she calls ‘‘an 
ideal spot.” 

‘‘Governmental accounting is 
quite different from public account- 
ing,” she says of her work experi- 
ence. She explains that there are 
different rules and regulations, but 
the state is getting geared more 
toward private industry accounting 
now. 


us know what's 


Because Aeronautics is a small 
division--only 16 people--there is a 
friendly, informal atmosphere. 

“It’s more like a family,” Plemons 
says. “I like a small agency. There 
probably aren’t the advancement 
opportunities as in a large agency, 
but you just have to weigh which 
suits you the best.” 

And, although some city folks 
may not appreciate the secluded 
location of the Aeronautics Build- 
ing, the Walla Walla, Wash., native 
admits, "The feeling of being out a 
ways is very nice.”’ 

Before coming to ODOT, the 
closest tie Plemons had to aeronau- 
tics was a one-time desire to be an 
airline hostess. She normally keeps 
her feet firmly planted on the 
ground. 

“To be perfectly honest, | don’t 
know that much about planes,’’ she 
admits. “Il enjoy them and would 
love to learn how to fly, though.” 

One of the fringe benefits of 
Plemons’ job was getting to fly occa- 
sionally in the Cessna 401 twin- 
engine plane used for air-taxi ser- 
vice. But with the budget cuts, such 
extras have been discontinued. 

“Everyone in the agency has 
been trying to cut down on costs,” 
Plemons explains. 


and houses she and her husband 
own, as well as some owned by 
three investment companies. She 
also has a daughter at home, and a 
three-acre ‘‘mini-farm,’” complete 
with chickens, goats and sheep, to 
take care of. 

She still finds time to visit with her 
grown children--two daughters, a 


‘| think it’s the only job I’ve had where | haven’t been 


bored after three months.’ 


Aeronautics is a specially funded 
agency, so the amount of money it 
can spend depends largely on the 
revenues it receives from aircraft 
and pilot registrations, the state avi- 
ation fuel tax and fees from the 
state-owned airports. 

Lingering budget problems 
haven’t made Plemons’ job any 
easier, but the division has adjusted. 

‘For the past three years we’ve 
set a little aside in case the income 
isn’t up to par,” she says. 

Plemons admires the ‘’team 
spirit’ at ODOT and especially the 
concern for training employees. 

“If you'd like to take a class in the 
evening, they encourage that,” she 
says, adding that there are some 
excellent classes offered. ‘‘It is an 
opportunity, rather than a ‘have- 
to’,’”” she adds. 

It’s amazing Plemons finds time 
in the evening for classes. After 
working on the books at Aeronau- 
tics all day, she goes home and 
keeps books for some apartments 


happening 


Edwin Schertenleib, P.O. Box 
1061, Umatilla 97882; Ret. HWY, 
1968. 

Ed says he would like his friends 
to know he is doing fine following 
his surgery in the Hermiston Hos- 
pital for removal of a gallstone 

Ed worked at the Texaco service 
station in Umatilla until February, 
and is really enjoying his retire- 
ment. He fishes, travels with his 
wife, Della, and goes on an occa- 
sional hunting trip with his boys. 


Warren Mueller, 2153 McDonald 
Lane, McMinnville 97128; Ret. 
HWY. 1982. 


Warren writes that ‘retirement 
is great.’” He has only missed a few 
days at his old job as project mana- 
ger since he came back to work 
under the 600-hour program, and 
he recently passed the 30-year 
mark without a personal injury. 

He says Arvey Nelson, his re- 
placement, arrived from Portland 
the first of April, and he expected 
to be gone by the end of the 
month. 

But he won’t be without work, 
Warren says, ‘as ‘honey do’ pro- 
jects are piling up.” 


Helen Ingrey, S.E. River Road, 


Apt. 214-N, Portland 97222. Ret. 
HWY 1959. 

Helen may hold the distinction of 
being the oldest retiree with the 
most service. 

She will celebate her 90th birth- 
day Sunday, Sept. 11, from 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m., at a party given by Arne 
(highway research lab) and Marge 
Severson at their home, 4438 Glen- 
wood Drive S.E., Salem. Arne says, 
‘Please come or send her a card.” 

Helen was with the Highway 
Division for 43 years, and was secre- 
tary to State Highway Engineer 
“Sam” Baldock at the time of her 
retirement. 


son, a stepdaughter and two step- 
sons, most of whom live in the 
Salem area. One of her sons is a 
security guard at the state Capitol. 

Amidst the hum of airplane 
engines, the everyday happenings — 
of the Aeronautics Division keep 
Plemons’ job from becoming rou- 
tine. 

“I think it’s the only job I’ve had 
where | haven't been bored after 
three months,” she confessed. 


Years Be 


The August 1978 issue of 
VIA reported that the state 
was taking a step toward 
improving intercity bus ser- 
vice. 

The Legislative Emergency 
Board allocated $80,668 to 
the Public Transit Division to 
fund the following: bus direc- 
tional signs and shelters in 
coastal communities; a ticket 
jacket showing intercity and 
connecting transportation 
services for use by bus com- 
panies; one-half the cost of 
weekday round-trip service 
connecting Dallas, Mon- 
mouth, Independence and 
Salem; and plans and a finan- 
cial feasibility study for the 
proposed Portland Transpor- 
tation Center and intercity 
bus terminal. 

Dennis Moore, admin- 
istrator of Public Transit, said 
then that the program ’‘defi- 
nitely puts Oregon among 
the leading states in such an 
effort.” 


